
Sunday, October 1                  Depart Home City
Today you fly from your home city to Venice, the jewel of Italy.
Monday, October 2                        Venice, Italy
After clearing formalities, our tour representative will meet you inside the airport Arrivals Hall, holding a sign with your name. They will assist with your luggage and transfer you to the water taxi docks.

We experience our first glimpse of the “floating city”, as we water transfer from the airport directly to the Bauer Palazzo, where Superior Rooms have been reserved for our group. After checking-in, there will be some time to unpack or explore Venice on your own. 

We assemble in the Hotel Lobby in the late afternoon (you will be advised to time and place) to meet your art expert hosts, Ferdinand and Kathy Hampson of Habatat Galleries, and tour escorts Susan and Allan Weiner of Professional Travel.
Walking toward Campo San Stefano we enter Caterina Tognon Arte Contemporanea. Ms. Tognon, Owner/Director of this gallery, was the first to bring global contemporary glass art to Italy. The gallery spotlights an International group of artists, as well as Italian. There are always “surprises” at this stop!
By walking the stone pathways through Campo San Stefano and over the small canal bridges, we find the Campo Saint Angelo, and our restaurant for the evening. 

Relax and enjoy a casual “family-style” Italian dinner. Venetian delicacies made by the owner/chefs of Acqua Pazza will delight all. Salads, pasta, fish and meats, sweets and   especially their fruity home-made liquors make our “Welcome Dinner” complete. 
*Please let us know if you have an allergy or issue with seafood.     
We return to the hotel on foot or via water taxis. 
The city is dazzling with spectacular night views of the lights and the amazing architecture, plus glimpses of the Grand Canal.                           (D)

Tuesday, October 3          Venice/Dorsoduro
*A Full Breakfast is included each morning at the Hotel Restaurant.
Our private Venetian Guide will meet us at the hotel for a historical tour around the beautiful Piazza San Marco. This much photographed enclosed square is filled with shops and cafes, and is the true heart of this city. Many People and lots of Pigeons, Music and Laughter!

The remarkable and ornate Basilica San Marco commands one end of the square. If available to the public, (no religious services being held) we shall enter and reflect on the beauty of the inner golden glass mosaics.

The most spectacular of the buildings on the piazza is the Doges Palace. This large pink marble palace has lace-like stone arches and columns. It is a masterpiece of Gothic architecture. Our guide will escort us inside to view the exhibit of oil paintings and antiquities, and explain the history of this “seat of power” over the ages.  We will walk over the historic Bridge of Sighs from inside the prison torture chambers.
Next on the schedule we’ll travel by vaporetto (water taxi) briefly up the Grand Canal to the Salute stop.
Back in the interior of this ancient neighborhood, unchanged for centuries, we find a small campiello with Leslie Genninger Studio tucked away in one of the corners.

Ms. Genninger, an American living in Venice, has delighted collectors with her impressive jewelry. She and her staff personally assemble distinctive designs, using a variety of colorful glass beads, some with 24 karat gold, all made on Murano. (This is a “goodie” for the ladies!) A reception of some Italian “cicchetti” and drinks will be offered.

We’ll have a short walk along the side canals and narrow pathways towards the Grand Canal to an old Venetian house.  This is the home and gallery belonging to glass artist Massimo Micheluzzi.  We shall meet with the artist and his wife, Viretta and view a grouping of his newest creations. Using the traditional techniques of “murrina” and “buttuto” he has produced modern sleek styling in vessel shapes.

As we return to the Accademia Bridge, we stop for a great “photo-op” of the Grand Canal with its boat traffic and the Gothic Palazzo Franchetti. Erected in 1565 this grand palace facing the Grand Canal, is most recognized by its series of ornate windows. 

We then continue over to Campo Santo Stefano and enter the regal Palazzo Franchetti. This  building houses the bi-annual “Glasstress” International Art Exhibition, which is a collateral exhibition of the Venice Biennalle of Arts. 
We will be met by Adriano Berengo, Promoter and Director of this large-scale installation program.   Mr. Berengo will escort us through the exhibitions of this important international art-fair.  The purpose of the event is to showcase the guest artists, using glass as a comparable medium, for their personal expression of their artwork. 
We return to the hotel by foot or on the local vaporettos.  
Dinner this evening is on your own.              (B,R)
                                                                              Wednesday, October 4             Venice/Murano                    
This morning we enjoy the picturesque voyage, as we make our way by water taxi to the “glass” Island of Murano. 
Our first stop is the working studio of Claudio Tiozzo. Son of the renowned Sergio Tiozzo, Claudio took over the family hot shop business in 1990. An artist of International scope, Claudio creates objects of value. Performed by his skillful hands, colorful and intricate glass caned murine are formed over many hours, using the oldest of techniques. The studio produces unique vases, panels, jewelry and experimental works.
In 1997 Mr. Tiozzo along with Norberto Moretti, Davide Salvatore and Cesare Toffolo Rossit founded “Centro Studio Vetro” This is a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of art glass and on-going educational forums of glass making.
Behind an ancient door, we meet internationally known glass “maestro” Livio Seguso, in his private polishing and designing studio. Mr. Seguso approaches his art by making fluid rippling transparent sculptures. There are soft curvy lines that show changeable patterns of movement in his pure clear objects. 

The private gate is closed to most people, but over the canal bridge we find the magical space of Lucio Bubacco. This legendary “maestro” of flame-work occupies a studio where his creative genius abounds.  As we watch the “wizard” demonstrates his amazing ability to create perfectly formed human figures, and other hot glass pieces. 

Lunch is planned at the popular Busa alla Torre De Lele café, situated on an olive tree lined square, filled with tables covered in yellow tablecloths and large umbrellas. Known for their   Mediterranean Seafood, the boisterous and attentive host Chef Gabriele Masiol (Lele) will personally decide our special menus of traditional Venetian cuisine. 
His work is HOT! Innovative and personally colorful artist “Maestro” Davide Salvadore was born into a successful family of Murano glassworkers. Growing up at the blowpipe, Davide learned by example of his grandfather…and the tradition continues with his sons, Mattia and Marco. In 1987 Davide founded and built his own studio of operating kilns, flame-work torches and hot glass glory holes to form his own work. He has collaborated with designers and artists across the globe.

He uses multi-color glass murrini canes, which are first laid out in beautiful designs, and are reminiscent of vivid African fabrics. These are pulled and shaped into graceful musical instrumental forms, shields, and vessels. 
We will enter Mr. Salvadore’s large gallery to view some of Davide’s recent works. There will also be new colorful large-scaled work done by his sons Mattia and Marco.  
In conjunction with “Glasstress” Adriano Berengo has an old abandon furnace factory that will transform into a museum, an exhibition space for large scale installations, and for glass and special effects demonstrations. Our group has been invited to visit the Berengo Center for Contemporary Art at Campiello della Pescheria. 
From here the water taxi will take us back across the waterways, past Piazza San Marco and our hotel.

Dinner is on your own in this wonderful city.  Shop until you drop, or sit at a sidewalk café and soak up the atmosphere around the canals. We highly   recommend that you experience the true Venice, by walking Piazza San Marco and soaking up the sounds of the “dueling” musical bands.        (B,L,)                                                                     

Thursday,October 5                              Venice        
We will travel once again up the Grand Canal by vaporetto (a good photo-op) for this morning’s program.
This is a “gallery-hop” to Gallerie Marina Barovier.   The Barovier name has been linked into the fabric of the finest Italian glass traditions over the ages.
A collector of glass artwork and a published author on the subject, Ms. Barovier opened her first gallery in 1980. Today she shows the most exciting works of current artists working in glass from all over the world. 

This afternoon is on your own to visit any historic venues that are of interest, or just wander the winding streets and back canals. There are many unique shops selling glass jewelry, leather goods, silk scarves, fabrics and antiques… Plus many art galleries to check out. Have Fun!!
Tonight is our “Farewell to Venice Group Dinner” TBA.                                                                      (B, D)
Friday, October 6                    Flight to Budapest
*After breakfast please settle your hotel bill, check-out and have your luggage down to our holding area. 
Water taxi transfer will be provided to the airport for our flight to Budapest.
Upon arrival at the Budapest Airport, we will gather the bags and board our private coach, and meet our local English speaking Tour Guide. As we travel into the city center, the Guide will give us a Historic Overview Tour of Budapest.
Stops will be made in both Buda and Pest sides of the city. We view the outside of the opulent Royal Palace, Matyas Church, The Chain Bridge, the Holocaust Memorial Sculpture plus other important places of interest. Inside tours are planned (if available because of religious services) for the Great Synagogue with its Moorish styling, and a look into the lavish halls and domes of the elaborate 19th Century Neo-Gothic beauty of the Hungarian Parliament. 

There will be a mid-afternoon Check-in at the Deluxe Aria Hotel.
Then some time to relax and unpack.  We will again gather for our planned Dinner/Program at the Restaurant Alabardos. This famous Castle Hill Restaurant is known for its nouvelle cuisine and elegant 400-year old Baroque palace setting.                    (B, D) 
Saturday, October 7                           Budapest

Our Hungarian program begins with an invitation to visit the combined studio of Gyorgy Gaspar and Zsuzsana Korodi. They are the main organizers of the bi-annual HuGlass (Hungarian Glass Society) Exhibition.
Space and future technical worlds, along with line, color and light, seem to jump out of Gyorgy’s glass sculptures. He Kiln casts, grinds, glues and hand-polishes the pieces, taking many hours to perfect his artificial networks in glass. His humorous titles reflect critical and hard toned observations of today’s popular topics. “New Aliens”, “Progress Project” and “Electron” are some of Gyorgy’s series names, characterized by unusual geometric forms.  
Zsuzsanna Korodi has utilized the limitless properties of glass, by building intricate kinetic systems of digital printed patterns into her artworks. Of artistic importance, is the fact that the observer can change the effects of the pieces, by moving around the object. 
Zolton Bohus has invited us to travel to the suburbs to his home/studio, where he performs his modeling, cutting and polishing process, when finishing his contemporary glass sculptures. We should see a sizable exhibition of work. 

Awarded the National Arts of Hungary - Kossuth Prize for his art, Zoltan is known for his smaller design pieces  and large-scale public works. This accomplished sculptor is Head Professor of the Glass Department at the Hungarian Academy of Applied Arts.

Mr. Bohus works in geometric and abstract forms. His latest pieces show ebb and flow of ungelating patterns. Light plays an important factor in his laminated and blown, ground and polished fabrications. Pleasing soft shades of color next to clear, set off the refraction of the light. 
This studio was once shared with his late wife Maria Luggosy, important glass artist and goldsmith. 

We stop for Lunch at an award-winning Restaurant. TBA
Peter Borkovics has studied glass and porcelain at the Hungarian Academy of Craft, and computer design in Milan. Mr. Borkovics’ sculptures show his conscious planning of controlled chance, as he forms the precise   fluid lines, embedded in his slumped glass artwork.  
*If time permits we will stop at the hotel to change and freshen up before this evenings events.
A special invitation has been extended to our group  to attend the VIP Opening Event of the HuGlass Exhibition (Hungarian Glass Society). There will be the newest artworks of approximately 100 pieces, done by 40 established and emerging glass designers. During this event we will be able to interact with the guest artists “one-on-one”. 

The group will return to the hotel.                       (B,L,R)

Sunday, October 8                         Northeast Suburbs
We travel north of the city out into the countryside to    the little village of Csobanka. Here we find the 
combined studios of Margit Toth and her partner Mihaly Melcher. Both artists work in large-scale heavy cast glass pieces, blending figurative and animal forms.

Margit studied glass at the Hungarian Academy of Craft and Design. She uses molds and hot glass melting techniques to satisfy her imagination. Her figures are from the Animal Kingdom, but have human features. A Monkey with wings, Birds sitting on Hippos that stand on alters, human forms sporting animal heads, creates a familiar but non-identifiable mythology to her work.

The odd worlds of Mihaly’s sculptures present the symbolism of Unity. Kiln-cast and polished, he assembles many varied  shapes and colors of glass and creates new stories for us to see.  

Lunch will be at a fine local Café. TBA 
The studio of Peter Botos is our next stop.  Having been influenced by modern architecture design, Peter creates intricate geometric cubes, columns, and forms using clear optical and vivid colored glass. He likes to show hard edges using rectangle modules, and  then dividing the larger spaces into smaller sections. The glass sections are highly polished and adhered by glue into place.
As we move on we view the beautiful fan shaped designs, plus other geometric statements that are the hallmark of this 2014 Coburg Prize for Contemporary Glass winner. Laszlo Lukacsi and his wife Dorothy (Dorka) will welcome us into their private studio. 

Using blends of colors to show the maximum light refraction, Laszlo cold works and laminates the glass objects into fluid illuminations. 
Since he was 15 and influenced by his glass maker Uncle, Gabor Gonzales has taught students the properties of glass. He has been a lecturer at the Hungarian Academy of Craft and Design since 1970.
Gabor has mastered the Hungarian-style of precise elegant designs, made out of many layers that are polished and assembled. His abstract monochrome matt-finished forms delight, with many special internal reflections. 
This evening we enjoy a relaxing private dinner cruise on the “blue” Danube River.  Our Farewell Dinner will feature a Hungarian Dinner Buffet with local wines. As we float on the water, the city lights illuminate and expose a wonderful scene under the starts.       (B,L,D) 
Monday, October 9                         Budapest/Prague
*Please settle all personal Hotel bills before Breakfast. 

We now say “Good Bye” to the travelers going on to their European destinations, or home to the United States.                                                                        (B)
==========================================
Those of us going on to Prague will check-out of the Budapest Hotel, and go forward to the Airport for our flight to the Czech Republic.                                       (B)

Upon arriving in Prague, we will clear formalities, and our representatives will meet us outside the Arrivals Hall. They will be holding a sign with “Habatat Glass Tour” and will transfer us into the city center. The deluxe Hotel Intercontinental Prague is where our group has reserved Deluxe Rooms.
This afternoon you will have time for your own leisure pursuits. We assemble in the lobby in the late afternoon, to meet our new group of travelers and your tour hosts Ferdinand and Kathy Hampson of Habatat Galleries, and tour escorts Susan and Allan Weiner of Professional Travel. A quick rundown of the Czech    Tour Itinerary, and some logistical information will be discussed. 

A Group Welcome Dinner will be at the quaint U Zatisi Restaurant.                                                               ( D)
Tuesday, October 10                                        Prague
*Full breakfast is included each morning during the Habatat Galleries –Glass Art Tour.
This morning wear your walking shoes, as we gather in the hotel lobby to meet our local Guide for a walking tour of Old Prague Historic Sites. The Spires, Turrets, and colorful architecture of the nearby Josefov District (Jewish Quarter) is our starting point of the tour. We plan to visit the Old Jewish Cemetery where 12,000 gravestones are layered into the ancient grounds. Look up in the trees surrounding the graveyard and you will see hundreds of crows permanently living here. The smell of decay must still linger in the air for them! 
We are scheduled to visit the 700 year old Old-New Synagogue and the High Synagogue. The Pinkas Synagogue now serves as a memorial to all the Jewish Czech citizens who were imprisoned in nearby Terezin Concentration Camp during World War II. Up the stairs, are featured the emotional pictures drawn by the children held in the camp so long ago. 
We continue walking the narrow winding streets of the Old Town to view the Old Town Hall, with its famous Astronomical Clock. The Church of Our Lady Before Tyn dominates the large Square. Continuing on foot we will cross the Karluv Most (Charles Bridge) with its wonderful assortment of blackened statues of the Saints and Gothic Towers.
Beneath the bridge along the river’s edge, we plan to have our Group Lunch at the noted fine dining Kampa Park Restaurant.
After Lunch we will travel south in the city along the Vltava River, the longest river in the Czech Republic. 
A few years ago we lost the exciting artist Bohumil Elias. A man so vibrant that he worked obsessed into the night, coming up with many different expressions of his artistry. A large smiling face and an enthusiastic hug were always a welcoming part of visiting the center of Bohumil’s creativity. 
His legacy continues, as we visit his son Bohumil Elias Jr. who has emerged as a strong talent in his own right. We will visit his new glass studio.  Bohumil Jr. also has many different facets to his artworks. Some are heavily cold worked with textures onto the surfaces and some are smooth cast pieces in the Czech tradition. All very    interesting.
Next your tour host Ferdinand Hampson of Habatat Galleries has arranged a very special private viewing of historic and new Czech Glass at Galerie Meridian.
*Due to coach restrictions in the Old Town, we will walk from where the coach will drop us, a couple of blocks to the gallery location.

Welcomed by gallery owner Zdena Pfauserova, there will be an exhibition of sculpture by many young and upcoming artists working with glass. 
We will be able to return to the hotel on foot in the late afternoon.

Tonight you have time to explore the many restaurants around the Old Town Square or walk the city for dinner on your own.                                                            (B,L)
Wednesday, October 11              Northern Bohemia

                                                                      Novy Bor 
This morning we head out of the city to the north. Our first stop is in a suburban setting at the converted barn studio of Ivana Sramkova.
Ms. Sramkova was a student in Professor Stanislav Libensky’s “last class”. She is one of the Czech’s new 
generation of glass designers. Ivana works in both large and small-scale, using bold colorful cubistic block castings. Her work is representative of figurative, animals and nature in the simplest of geometric terms. Ms.  Sramkova has had many “one woman” shows all over Europe and globally.

* There always seems to be a cute dog to pet and play with here.
We continue north into Northern Bohemia to a little village of Cvikov. 
*There’s a story about our last visit events that will be told there!
Here we stop at the home and studio of Josef Marek. 
Once a professor at the Toyama Institute of Glass Art, he has been greatly influenced by the Japanese arts aesthetic.

The main focus of Josef’s work is on inner spaces. He cuts and hollows out vacuums in the geometric structures to enable the maximum amount of refraction and reflection to happen. 

As we move on, we enter the historic glass center of Novy Bor. Because of extensive forests and rivers to fuel hundreds of small glass factories, the Liberec   Region has boasted the making of many varieties of Bohemian Glass since the 1700’s. There are many small factories scattered in the hills here.
Every artist we asked in the area told us we must have lunch at the new hot shop/café of Petr Novotny’s Ajeto Glassworks. 

This state of the art complex houses an exhibition space and gallery, modern hot shop facility and production rooms, Glass Sculpture Garden, plus a café. Many International Glass Symposiums have happened in this location.
Our Lunch will be provided in the Ajeto Restaurant, which has been built with a large windowed viewing passage, which enables us to watch the on-going work   in the hot shop! There is also a museum showing regional glass art upstairs for us to view. 
As we travel nearby in the countryside, we make our way to the School of Glassmaking at Kamenicky Senov, the oldest school of its kind in the country.  Professor Petr Stacho and his talented teachers and students have planned a special exhibition for us to view.
Mr. Stacho, a graduate of this school and also the Prague Academy of Applied Arts under renown Professor Kopecky, casts large pieces in the Czech-style. Unusual shapes, bold colors and interesting details are part of his artworks. 
Down a winding country road and up a large hillside is the home/studio of Milan Handl and his wife Stanislava Grebenickova. Both of these established artists cast large-scale glass into interesting three-dimensional shapes. They use bright clear strong colors, with detailed cutting and polishing on the surfaces.

Milan was influenced greatly when he was the teaching assistant to Professor Libensky. He has continued to work in the Czech traditions and passing the knowledge on by teaching at Pilchuck Glass School in the USA, Escuela del Vidro in Spain, and glass schools in Sweden,  Zelezny Brod and Novy Bor. Mr. Handl has shown globally in many exhibitions and has received many awards.

Stanislava has been an artist for forty years, creating glass sculptures. She is famous since the 1990’s for her popular jewelry. Those sport sophisticated geometric shapes, that form brooches of stone and glass into  unique art-pieces. 

*We have another story to tell about our attempted visit to this studio a few years ago…in the snow!
Our coach driver will return the group to central Prague and our hotel.
Dinner this evening is on your own.                         (B,L)
Thursday, October 12                    Southern Bohemia   
                                                         Zdar  nad Sazavou

Our art explorations today begin by traveling south out of Prague, past pastoral countryside and fields to Zdar nad Sazavou. 
Our schedule starts with a visit to the newly constructed Glass Art Center owned by the Foundation of Josef Viewegh and run by Director Martina Kulhava. The original Glassworks Frantisek, a former glass manufacturing facility, has been recreated into a public interactive art studio. Here workshops are given by guest artists from Europe and the US.
The main purpose of this center is to continue the historic involvement in glassmaking, which dates from the Middle Ages, and now being cultivated on into the future.

Ms. Kulhava and Eva Novakova have arranged a special morning symposium just for our benefit.

A group of established talented artists from the region will give a presentation and slide show of their works. 

A tour of the facility, followed by coffee and refreshments, plus viewing permanent and current exhibitions of contemporary glass art will fill out the 
agenda.
In the charming small town of Zdar nad Sazavou, we find the modern home and studio of Petr Hora. The minute Mr. Hora heard we were returning to the Czech Republic, he offered to have us come to his home/studio and meet his family.

Creator of many highly polished cast pieces, Petr designs each object in a varied assortment of exciting geometric shapes. Light and color jump out of his sculptures.

A lovely Buffet Luncheon will be provided for our group to enjoy. 
Motoring on back to the main road to Prague, we stop in Havlickuv Brod at the studio of glass pioneer, Jan Exnar. Using the Czech aesthetic of bold cast pieces, Mr. Exnar creates veils of bubbled nebular to form stunning “life” shapes inside his beautiful glass sculptures. His works assume many sizes and shapes, and this is always a very popular stop. 
We return to Prague in the late afternoon.

Tonight you will have some time to take in the sights of Old Town. There are many restaurants and shops to explore. A great place to “people watch”.                (B,L)
Friday, October 13                                Zelezny Brod
Our itinerary takes us northeast into the old glass region of Zelezny Brod today. 

We first visit the home of Bretislav Novak Jr. located in a small village of Mala Skala.  

A long-time teacher and a world renowned artist, Mr. Novak works in a small studio in his home. By cutting and beveling pieces of glass in clear and various colors, Mr. Novak then laminates them together at odd angles. The results are both large-scale and smaller sculptures that show brilliant plays of light through tricks of refraction.

As we move on up into the hills, we visit with an especially close student of Professor Libensky at the Academy of Applied Arts of Prague. The winner of many notable glass invitational awards, Vladimira Klumpar.  

Building on the learned concepts of color-light and optical geometry, Ms. Klumpar has created a new terrain of her own. By re-examining nature, enlarging and contouring shapes against normal type, she provides ever-changing themes to her sculptures. Vladimira shows us her personal work-space in the picturesque little town of Loucky. An exhibit of her latest pieces will be on hand.

A boxed Lunch for all will be provided at Ms. Klumpar’s studio. 

Just east of Zelezny Brod we will find the studio and casting facility of Zdenek Lhotsky. A student of Professor Stanislav Libensky, he is one of the “Stubborn Ones” group. Zdenek creates unique glass sculpture reliefs, plus runs a large production facility of modern artistic glassware at Studio Pelechov. 
A not-to-be-missed visit of a retrospective exhibit of sculpture by Stanislav Libensky and Jaroslava Brychtova will be seen next at the Galerie Libensky Brychtova. This private “home” for some of their Public Installation sized pieces is housed by the side of the river in an old converted factory.

Their partnership, which began in 1954 during the Communist regime, has been recognized globally as the most important collaborative team of innovative artists designing in glass, during the mid to late 20th century. 

Over the years Professor Libensky painted and sketched, later worked on glass and eventually created massive glass sculptures.  Ms. Brychtova would then create the maquettes-small clay sculptures and molds to complete their artworks. 

Professor Libensky was a dynamic teacher. He influenced many students with his modernistic ideas and independent new approaches to using the medium of glass. He pushed against the Communist establishment in order to make important art out of the factory setting. His design ideas were an important turning point to creating contemporary sculpture using pliable glass. 
Jaroslava experimented in carving glass and casting in the late 1940’s. She founded in 1950, the Center for Architectural Glass at the Specialized School of Glassmaking. 

Married in 1963, they worked together until Professor Libensky’s death on February 24th, 2002.

Jaroslav Zahradnik, the couple’s son, will usher us through this unique exhibition.

The return to Prague will be in the late afternoon.
The rest of the evening is at leisure with dinner on your own. Enjoy walking by the river or taking in a musical performance.                                                           (B,L)
Saturday, October 14                                      Prague
As we start our day deep in the city center, off a busy avenue we find an exhibition space where innovative artists Jaromir Rybak and his son Krystof show their recent works in glass and bronze. There is always surprising work here.
We have the honor of meeting one of Bohemia’s most influential and important living icons, Vaclav Cigler and his work partner Michael Motycka. We are to have the pleasure of Mr. Cigler’s company when we visit a special exhibition of his work now on view.( Details to be announced.)
Vaclav Cigler was born in 1929 in Vsetin. He studied at   the School of Applied Arts in Prague. In 1965 Cigler founded his own Glass Architectural Studio at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava. The students of that school are the cornerstone of contemporary glass designers today in Slovakia.  His students include: Stephan Pala, Zora Palova, Pavol Hloska.
Cubistic geometric and architectural abstract forms   such as circles, spheres, cylinders and rectangles are used to mark his style of artistry. By melting and molding the transparent clear optical glass, he creates flowing forms. 

Mr. Cigler is known globally for his large public installations of optical glass and water. Now in his late 80’s Mr. Cigler is still a force of inspiration in Europe.
Our group Lunch will be held at KOGO Restaurant.
Tomas Hlavicka is the Grand Prize Winner of the 2001 Kanazawa International Exhibition of Glass of Japan and the European Prize for Fine Art in Prague and Brussels. We have been invited into his private studio. An architect by trade, Mr. Hlavicka had apprenticed by assisting important Czech glass artist Pavel Hlava, one of the modern glass movement leaders.
Mr. Hlavicka has a unique style of fusing glass and metal into sculpture, which sets him apart from the Czech aesthetic, and by laminating layers of glass and using gold leaf to add depth inside the objects. Tomas produces a more contemporary approach to nature Themes of waving grasses, fallen leaf patterns as well as simple shapes and designs run through his highly polished pieces. We should see some new exciting work. 
As the son in-law of the late glass artist Pavel Hlava, he and the family have offered us a very private viewing of a few remaining sculptures from this “master” artist. 

Late afternoon we return to hotel.

Tonight we are planning the celebration of our Farewell Dinner together. TBA                                            (B,L,D)
Sunday, October 15                       Homeward Bound
This morning please settle any personal bills with the hotel and check-out. 

There will be individual and small group departures during the day, as your luggage is loaded on to a taxi and you are transferred back to the airport.                (B)                                  
*Wishing you a safe and easy journey to your home or next destination. Ciao to all!
*Please Note: This itinerary is the working version of the Habatat Galleries - Venice & Budapest / Prague Glass Tour 2017”.  There may be  additions or subtractions due to reconfirmation by artists, glass facilities, restaurants, etc., and logistical timing adjustments. However, be assured that any changes made will be done to enhance the total program and to accommodate the artists, studios and smooth operation of the tour.
Land Tour Inclusions:
* Private & Exclusive Glass Art Tour Package/Sight-Seeing, Custom-designed by Professional Travel expressly for 

Habatat Galleries. Tour fully Escorted by collectors Susan & Allan Weiner
* Hosts and Glass Art Experts Ferdinand & Kathy Hampson of Habatat Galleries
* 4-Nights Superior Accommodations at the Deluxe Bauer Palazzo in Venice with Daily Breakfast
* 3-Nights Aria Luxury Accommodations at the Deluxe Aria Hotel in Budapest with Daily Breakfast
* 6-Nights Deluxe Accommodations at the deluxe InterContinental Hotel Prague with Daily Breakfast

*On tour flight from Venice to Budapest 
* Lunches on Tour, Group Dinners, Winery Stop with tastings, Special Exhibitions, Demonstrations and Events developed exclusively for this tour.
* A Full Custom Itinerary, Artists Information Packet, Restaurant List, City Guides/Maps

* Private Coaches & Drivers, Local English-   Speaking Guides/All Art Institutions Entrance Fees, 3-day Vaporetto (water taxi) Passes, & Private Water Taxis, plus ground transfers with luggage to and from the airports. All applicable taxes, fees & surcharges…and much more.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Tour  Prices:
Venice / Budapest
October 2-9, 2017
Double Occupancy:  $5795.00 per person 
*Upgrade to Deluxe Room in Venice: 

      $150.00 per person double occupancy 

         for 4 nights

*Upgrade to Deluxe Palazzo Room in
       Venice:  $460.00 per person double 

        occupancy for 4 nights

*Single Supplement: Available on request
*Upgraded Rooms are available on request in Budapest 

Full Tour - Venice / Budapest / Prague 

             October 2-15, 2017
Double Occupancy: $9490.00 per person

*Upgrade Available to Deluxe Room in 

  Venice & Executive Room in Prague: 
        $300.00 per person- for Venice and 

         Prague—per person double occupancy

*Upgrade to Deluxe Palazzo Room in Venice, Deluxe Room in Budapest & Executive Room in Prague:  $1810.00 

                             per person double occupancy

*Upgrade Rooms on request in Budapest

Single Supplement: Available on request.
Prague Only Tour: October 9-15, 2017
Double Occupancy: $3695.00 per person
Single Supplement: Available on Request
*Upgade to Executive Room in Prague: 
         $150.00 per person double occupancy
Travel Insurance is highly recommended 

and payable with Deposit 
*No - Fee Assistance with reserving   flights to co-ordinate with the itinerary.
*Pre and Post Tour Extensions in Europe are available.

*This Tour will operate with a minimum of 16 paying passengers. Additional charges may be levied if this minimum is not met.

Deposit:  $1500.00 per person to reserve 
      plus Travel Cancellation Insurance 
Final Payment: Due by 
     August 10, 2017
Space is Limited!  

Deposits are now being taken!
-------------------------------------------------------------
For more Tour Information & Reservations Contact:
Allan & Susan Weiner 

Tour Developers /  Escorts
Professional Travel

6513 W. Behrend Drive
Glendale, Arizona  85308

Toll Free: 877-398-6220
         or  623-376-6557
E-Mails:  allanweiner.travel@gmail.com 
             susanweiner.travel@gmail. com 

HABATAT GALLERIES ELITE GLASS TOUR


 The Best of Contemporary Glass Art Itinerary


Venice & Budapest - October 2-9, 2017


Venice, Budapest & Prague – October 2-15, 2017


 Prague Only - October 9-15, 2017
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The tour flight from Budapest to Prague is not included in the price, and will be added to your final invoice.








